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UPPLIANT your Pardon firſt 1 muſt implore, SE. 
— — | (Dear Door!) that I've never wrote before: | — 
8 haut in the conſtant Buſtle of a Court. EP 


x Betwixt our Forms, our Bus'nefs, and our Sporty * 
1 Tho you may think whole Days are unenjoy g. 55 1 
Vet ſcarte one Moment paſſes unemploy c. 1 
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That to good Blood, by old mr n gar 
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ii the next place, when I 4 how 1 
Tve taken leave of Greek or Latin Song; 
That all I learn d from Doctor Freind at School, 
By Gradus, Lexicon, or Grammar-Rule 
Of Saphic, Lyric, or Iambic Odes, _ 


Or Doctor King's Machinary of Gods, 
Has quite deſerted this poor Fohn-Trot Head, 


And left plain native Eugliſb in its ſtead : 

I'm ſure your courteous Rev'rence will forgive 
The homely Way, in which you now receive 

Theſe hearty Thanks, from an illiterate Hand, 


For Favours which 1 barely underſtand. 


Fo 


You tow the Proverb "oY That of a Cat, 
The Creature's Skin is all that you can get; 

So from no Head you ever can receive 

More Wit, than ſuch a Head has got to give: 8 
Let for this Reaſon then, my learned F ud; 
Gracious, accept the All I 1 to ſend; 


Nor wonder that my Brain no more affords, 


But recollect the Privilege of L---ds; 

And when you ſee me fairly write my Name, 
For England's Sake wiſh all could do the ſame. 
Nay, I perhaps could not ſo much have done, 
Had I been bred and born an eldeſt Son. 
A Noble Father's Heir, ſpoil'd by his Mother, 


Leaves Learning always to his younger Brother; 


Who at the Bar muſt prate to earn a Groat, 


Whilſt all our Bus neſs is to dreſs and voce. 


The very Moment. . [ grew Great, "Oy. 
A lazy, titled Heir to an Eſtate; 3 ben hs 
For fear my Education might bely, 
By ſome mean Badge of Senſe, my Quality; ; 


| Or e what e an to ee ng ben, 


6 
12 
SPP 

41 


Gives Right hereditary to be Fools; N 2 
I ſtreight began upon a quite new Score, * eee eee 

Neglected all that I had learn d before, wh ibico ory ot z. 

And not to ſeem a Novice in my Stat, 0 ! 10 Ne 


[3] 


With little Judgment, and good Store of Pride, 

I took upon me always to decide: 

In every Company was bold and loud; 

Behav'd | myſelf as rudely as I could, 

And ne'er diſcours'd of what I underflood. 

"Tis thus among the Great: If any det: 1 

By chance has Wit, ſo aukwardly tis ſhown, 

Ihat tis a leſs Misfortune to have none. x 

For ſtill he goes on this erroneous N 

That no body with Wit can be a Fool; 

Vet by Example, at his own Expence, | F 

Proves one may have it without common Sehe, Mode nr MY 

For, void of Prudence, and too vain of Parts 0 

How oft good Heads have plainer ſhewn bad Heart ? 

When in Obſcurity perhaps the Laß. 

Without the Firſt, had fortunately: paſt. imo) all mod nth 
Thus whilſt to Wit their ſole Ambition ids: 5 

(Whilſt for one Joke they give up aſty Friends) oft 
Tho ne er adapted to a manly Uſe, VV 

But ſtill on Trifles { quander d, % A md Þ 

They think the World ſo blind, and to admit, i Te ba . 
All Underſtanding ; is compris d in Wit. VF 

That dang rous Flow. of a licentious "Ry al nt roo} ama 3p. 1 

Which wanting Skill it's Ardour to reftrain, 

Converts to Ill, like Nouriſhment to Pain, 

Perhaps you ll fay, to its Excuſe inclin' d, Dis” 

If tis an IIl, tis of a pleaſing kind. Aan 

J grant it ſuck, but ſtill tis a Diſeaſe. 

Are Calentures not Ills becauſe they: 9 

Or who will call the Gout, or Stone a Good, 

Becauſe engender'd by the richeſt Blood ?. 

Luxuriant Branches ſhow a fertile Root, 

But unreſtrain'd, they bear but little Fruit: 

So Wit unprun'd, and wanting Judgment's Aid, 

Is the crude Fruit of a good uſeleſs Head. 

Such Wits are nought but glittering 1 
What Monkeys are to Men, they are to „„ 
Imperfect Mimicks, ludicrous and mean; 925 8 10 fT hy N Ai 1 
Who often bite that Fool they entertan. lo att 

Their Tricks may pleaſe, their Q Quickneſ . may fp; Wn lg 

At t firſt we Men wha at laſt 1 ee v, 26, 04 0 8 1 
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[65] 


T he Wiſe add fuck Animals with Care, 


And he who laughs the loudeſt, laughs in Fear. Rh 


True Wit is Reaſon in her gayeſt Strain; 
That can at once inform and entertain: 
Her lively Truths attentive we explore, 

Pleas d we commend, inſtructed we adore. 


But of this rare, this ls Kind, 
In the great World, few Inſtances we find: 
Tho' aiming at it, diſſolute and loud, 
And of the Faults, they ought to bluſh for, proud. 
How oft we hear ſome Witling pert and dull, 


By Faſhion Coxcomb, and by Nature Fool: _ WG 


With hackney Maxims, in dogmatic Strain, 
Scoffing Religion or the Marriage-Chain. 


Then from his Common-place Book he repeats, Dog 5 


« That Lawyers all are Rogues, and Parſons Cheats; 3 
« Phyficians ignorant, and Courtiers Slaves; 


ce Great Kings but Actors, and great Stateſmen Knavwes; 35 


£ 


A 


That Vice and Virtue's nothing but a Jolk, 
And all Morality Deceit well * 
That Life itſelf is like a wrangling Game, 


«© Where ſome for Int reſt play. and ſome for Fame; "Ep 
Whilſt ev'ry Gameſter at this Board we meet, 


0 


* 


C 


* 


>= 
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And when this Catalogue he has run o'er, 
And empty'd of whipt Cream his frothy Store, 
Thinks he's ſo wiſe no Holomnon knows more: 
That the weak Texture of his flimſy my 
Is fit the Weight on Walpoles to fin; $i; 

In Senates to preſide, to mold 20e Shad od vc 
And fix in England s Service, Te J Fate, 


AN 


Since ſuch you'll find moſt Men of our nr Degree, Ms ; | 


Excuſe the Ignorance appears nm... 
Nor marvel whilſt that Ign'rance I rehearſe, | 
That ſtill I know enough to dot in Verſe : | 


Guiltleſs of Thought, each Blockhead may CHE 


This nothing-meaning Verſe, as faſt as Profe. | 
And P—-e with Juſtice of ſuch Lines ay 17 0 


: as e ſpins , a en 1 e 


Muſt either be the Bubble or the Cheat. I c 90 


3001 p. =e himſelf might wks, wt ne'er could {think : 

He who at Crambo plays with Pen and Ink; Fob e 09. 3. 

And is call'd Poet, cauſe in Rhyme he wrote“ e 

What Dacier conſtrued, and what Homer thought: ee 

But in Reality this Jingſer's WWW 357 1 ronrongn 

Or to an Author's, or a Poet's Name, Fi Ws e Hog 

A Judge of writing would no more fe 0 

Iban each dull Di&ionary's Claim to Wit; 15 e ori; 

That nothing gives you at its own Expence, IP9 Yo Ort) nd, 
But a few. modern Words for ancient Senſe. 

'Tis thus, whene er P---pe writes, he's forc'd to go. 1 4 

And beg a little Senſe, as School-boys do. 

« For all cannot invent, who can tranſlate; W 

No more than thoſe who cloath us can create. | 

When we ſee Celia ſhining in Brocade, 

Who thinks tis Hinchlif all that Beauty made? 

And P—-pe, in his beſt Works, we only find 

The gaudy Hinchlif of ſome eee Mind. 

To bid his Genius work without that Aid, 

Would be as much miſtaking of his Trade, 

As twould to bid your e make a Head. 

Since this Mechanics, like the other's Pains, 

Are all for drefling « other Peoples Brains. 


But bad be not, to 1. eternal Shame, 
By trying to deſerve a Sat riſts Name, 
Prov'd he can ne er invent but to defame : 
Had not his Taſte and Riches lately ſhown, _ 
When he would talk of Genius to the Tenn, 
How ill he chuſes, if he truſts his own. © 
Had he, in modern Language, only wrote CE 
Thhoſe Rules which Horace, and which Vida taught; 
On Garth or Boileau's Model built his Fame, 
Or fold B rome s Labours printed with P—pe's Name: 
Had he ne er aim'd at any Work beſide, ane 
In Glory then he might have liv'd and dy d; 
And ever been, tho not with Genius fir d, 
I e * ans * Girls t d. 
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